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$,000 feet above the plains, when the character of the pro-
ducts indicates a change, from a tropical to a more temperate
region * and the wild raspherry and strawherry are detected,
on the horders of the numerous small springs, which issue
from fissures in the rocks.

56th. Throughout the whole of this ascent, from the base
of the mountain to the crest of the table-land, the most luxu-
riant vegetation is seen; and the road, by which the more
elevated regions are attained, has been so much Improved,
that the whole distance from Teerea Ghaut to Moosmye may
now he traversed, on horseback, with perfect safety. The
country at the foot of the ascent is, during the rainy season,
almost entirely inundated, and remarkably unhealthy; but
even at an elevation of about 1,300 feet, this character of
insalubrity ceases to exist, and the inhabitants of Soopar
Poonjee appear to be altogether exempt from the diseases,
which prevail in the country immediately below them.

57th. On the Assam side, the inferior hilly tract, which
unites the lofty table-land and the plains, is covered with
dense jungle, as, far as the village of Oongswye, where it
becomes more scanty; and is succeeded by a more open tract,
in \^ich the fir begins to appear, extending from the village
of Mopea, to the Sari or Bor Panee, which rushes over its
granitic bed, at the foot of the ascent, leading up to Nung-
klow, on the northern crest of the central plateau. This tract,
extending from Banagaon to Mopea, is so decidedly insalu-
brious, that it can only be traversed with safety between the
months of November and March; and this, which, from a
very early period, was fetally manifested, almost entirely
neutralized the advantages anticipated by the residents of
Assam, from the vicinity of so elevated and temperate a
region.

58th. The superior facility of access, and the shorter dis-
tance from the plains to the table-laud, where alone health
was to be obtained, soon marked the southern side of the
range, as the one best adapted for the object in view ; and
Nungklow ceased to be considered more than a convenient
intermediate post, for those, who, anxious to escape the evils